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and thank them for their service to our
country.

I would also like to take a moment
to thank their families for their com-
mitment to our country. America’s
military families say good-bye to their
spouses, parents, children, and siblings
for extended periods of time for the
good of our Nation. They are unsung
heroes, and they, too, deserve our rec-
ognition for their sacrifice.

So to the airmen of the 442nd, you
and your families have our undying
gratitude. You are truly heroes. Wel-
come home, and thank you for your
service.

———
IT IS TIME TO FUND WILDFIRES

(Mr. SCHRADER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, for the
past few weeks, the country has tuned
in to watch as catastrophic hurricanes
pummel Texas and Florida, but out
West we have been facing our own nat-
ural disaster, one that doesn’t get
nearly as much attention but one that
can be equally devastating and destruc-
tive. I am talking, of course, about
wildfires raging, burning a total of 7.8
million acres. In my home State of Or-
egon, we currently have 26 active fires.

As a member of this body, I have rou-
tinely supported emergency appropria-
tions packages when national disasters
strike this country. I have supported
funding for Superstorm Sandy. I sup-
ported funding last week for Hurricane
Harvey, and I will support funding for
Hurricane Irma. I have done this be-
cause, as an American and as a Member
of Congress, it is the right thing to do.
I call on my colleagues, now, to also
support us in the West. We need to
change the way we pay to fight these
wildfires.

My good friend from Idaho MIKE
SIMPSON and I have once again intro-
duced bipartisan legislation, H.R. 2862,
the Wildfire Disaster Funding Act, that
will begin to treat wildfires like the
national disasters they are. The bill
will create a fund dedicated to the
costs of fighting wildfires so the Forest
Service and BLM will no longer have to
spend over 50 percent of their budget
on fighting fires that should be spent
on managing our forests and their sus-
tainable health.

This is common sense, my friends. It
is time to act, time for this body to
recognize the importance of this issue,
especially to those of us out West who
face these infernos every year.

——

HUNGER ACTION MONTH

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
September is Hunger Action Month, a
month where people all over America
stand together with the nationwide
network of food banks to fight hunger.
Hunger can affect people from all
walks of life.
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Too many Americans are one job loss
or one medical crisis away from food
insecurity, and some people, like chil-
dren and seniors, stand at a greater
risk of facing hunger. That is why I am
proud of the Bucks County Fresh Con-
nect program, a free farmers market
bringing fresh and healthy food to our
hungry neighbors. The Fresh Connect
program provides reliable and needed
food to the 57,000 residents of Bucks
County facing hunger, about a third of
whom are children.

This month I participated in the
Fresh Connect program at Solly Farm
in Ivyland, where fresh produce was
collected and delivered to the Bucks
County Community College in Bristol
for distribution.

I want to thank Philabundance, the
Bucks County Opportunity Council,
the Greater Philadelphia Coalition
Against Hunger, St. Mary Medical Cen-
ter, United Way of Bucks County, Roll-
ing Harvest Food Rescue, and Solly
Farm for all of their hard work in mak-
ing this program possible. Mr. Speaker,
these organizations and all of their
generous volunteers are a tribute to
our community and to our Nation.

———

HONORING SCHOOL NUTRITION
PROFESSIONALS

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor school
nutrition professionals across the
country and in my congressional dis-
trict located in central and south-
western Illinois. From Monticello’s
Washington Elementary School, to
Edwardsville’s St. Boniface Catholic
School, I have seen firsthand the great
work they do in schools across my dis-
trict.

Now, as summer comes to an end and
children head back to school, these
professionals will be working hard to
ensure students receive healthy and ap-
pealing meals, which is not an easy
task. Each schoolday, nearly 100,000
schools serve lunch to 30.4 million stu-
dents. Nutritious meals at school are
an essential part of the day and help to
nourish children and enable them to
learn.

This could never be possible without
dedicated school nutrition profes-
sionals. School nutrition professionals
are passionate about ensuring that stu-
dents have access to the nutrition they
need to succeed. I would like to take
this opportunity to honor school nutri-
tion professionals who should take
pride in the work they do every single
day.

Thank you, and keep up the great
work.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania) laid before
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the House the following communica-
tion from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:
OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 11, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
September 11, 2017, at 7:58 p.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 3732.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois). Pursuant to
clause 4 of rule I, the following enrolled
bill was signed by the Speaker on Mon-
day, September 11, 2017:

H.R. 3732, to amend section 1113 of
the Social Security Act to provide au-
thority for increased fiscal year 2017
and 2018 payments for temporary as-
sistance to United States citizens re-
turned from foreign countries.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

——
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JOINT COUNTERTERRORISM
AWARENESS WORKSHOP SERIES
ACT OF 2017

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3284) to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to establish a
Joint  Counterterrorism Awareness
Workshop Series, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3284

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Joint
Counterterrorism Awareness Workshop Se-
ries Act of 2017”.

SEC. 2. JOINT COUNTERTERRORISM AWARENESS
WORKSHOP SERIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title V of the Homeland
Security Act (6 U.S.C. 311 et seq.) is amended
by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion:
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